Participants
181 adults with schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder and 99 healthy people. People with mental retardation, drug problems or alcohol dependence were excluded.
Description of tests
The RBANS is a cognitive screening test with a total score scale and five specific cognitive ability index scores. Participants completed one form of the RBANS followed by the alternate form at a later date. The interval between tests ranged from 1-134 days.
Main outcome measures
Test-retest reliability measured using intra-class correlation coefficients. The authors controlled for medication adjustments and other confounders.
Main results
The RBANS was sensitive to cognitive impairment in schizophrenia. People with schizophrenia had scores about 30 points lower than the comparison group. Testretest reliability correlations were 0.84 for people with schizophrenia and 0.77 for controls. Mean differences in retest scores were small across the two study groups
(none greater than 4 points). (Note from authors: The article provides base rate data on test-retest differences to guide clinical decision-making about cognitive change that can be applied to single case data).

Conclusions
Despite the brevity of the test, the Repeatable Battery for the Assessment of Neuropsychological Status (RBANS) has reasonable test-retest reliability in people with schizophrenia and healthy controls. 
Test-retest reliability of RBANS scores for people with schizophrenia and healthy comparators
COMMENTARY
Neuropsychological assessment is becoming an essential part of clinical psychopathological examination, acting as a window into everyday mental processes in schizophrenia. 1 Neuropsychological impairment affects functional outcome. It may be treated with novel antipsychotics and training programmes. Until recently, appropriate tests were sparse, especially short batteries that reduce attrition, but cover the most important areas of cognitive functioning. There have been several attempts to improve assessment, including the Repeatable Battery for the Assessment of Neuropsychological Status (RBANS). This paper is the third in a series assessing RBANS in schizophrenia. Previous publications found high sensitivity, reliability and validity. [2] [3] Although the study inconsistently 'crossed over' tests and included a heterogenous patient group, there are no major methodological problems. RBANS was originally developed for assessing dementia, 4 therefore the battery does not necessarily have high specificity for cognitive impairment in schizophrenia. Instruments designed specifically for people with schizophrenia that include explicit testing of 'frontal functions' might have higher specificity and better sensitivity (for example the Brief Assessment of Cognition in Schizophrenia -BACS). Studies comparing RBANS with other short test batteries are required before introducing much needed new standards for people with schizophrenia.
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